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neighbours by extortian, and haſt forgotten 


pon haſt greedily gained of thy 


me, faith the Lord GOD. 


HE Author. of mankind hath ſeen fit to give 
us ſuch focial capacities, and form us for a 
- A. - conſtitution, under which we are ſo neceſſa- 
+, - rily dependent on one another, that no one 
can act againſt the intereſt of his community without 
endangering his own happineſs. He heath laid us 
vndet the ſtrongeſt obligations, by the mutual ties of 
the benefit of ſociety and our own good, to obſerve 
the ſtricteſt rules of benevolence, joſtice, and every 
public virtue. And that we might not be at a loſs 
to know what is our duty to one another, he hath 
mercifully given us this plain rule, and fixed the 
ſtandard in every man's own breaſt, whatſoever ze 
qwould that men: ſhauld do unto you, do pe even ſo to 
gem. And toenforce this, he hath added the /cvereſt - 
rhreatnings , againſt it's yiolators, - and every poſlible 
ncouragement ſor it's obſervers; ſo that no one, 
buleſ he is under the prevail.ng influence of a2 
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„ 
enceedingly depraved, wicked heart and is adtuated 
dy a deteftably covetous, ſelfiſh diſpoſition, can pleae 
_* Ignorance of what is right in his common dealings 
with mankind. And yet how common is it for men, | 
both to their own, and to the detriment of the public, 
to leap the bounds preſcribed them by this divine 
law of nature and revelation ?— This was remarkably 
the'cafe with the Iſraelites —, After the death 
; & King Solomon,' under whoſe reign, _ Wo: 

. people, perhaps, more united and happy, Rehoboam 
þ L954? ga = * wk Under him the people” 
ſoon grew uneaſy, complained of their heayy bur- 

dens; and a univerfal murmur aroſe, throughout the 
kingdom . - Petitions were prefered. to the King, 
but were anſwered with no other than thoſe irri- 

_ fatibg, «fflitive expreſſiohs, my /ather made your yohe. 

Heavy, but I will add thereto : my father chaſtiſ 
you with whips, but I will chaſtiſe you with ſcorpions, 
Upon this the people grew defperate, and cried gut; 
tohat portion have we in David? and we have nan 
inheritance in the ſon of Foſſe : every man ie. your tauts, 
O Iſrael: and now David ſee to thine. own houfje,, | 
Every tribe, Judah and Benjamin excepted, unant= | 

miouſly revolted from him. Diſtreſſing wars imme- | 
digtely commenced between the ten tribes of Ifraet 
on the one fide, and the two houſes of Judah, and 

Benjamin on the other. God made them inſtru- _ 

iments of puniſhmene to each other, becauſe neither 

| ſerved him. The Lord teſtified againſt Iſrael, and | 
againſt Judah, becauſe they hardened their necks, 

. Ka would not believe in the Lord their God. A 

All was a difmal ſcene of wars, and judgments upon 

ide land, till both Judah and \Jerofalem, were fo * 

weakeded, and deſtroyed as to become 2 eaſy prey 
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10 ſoreign powers; and the Baby lorſans made 4 
compleat conqueſt over them. In the time of their 
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| enptivity, while chey ſuffered the moſt cruel ſer- 
vuude, and weregroaning under the burdens impoſed 


on them by their new maſters, they murmured 
againſt -GOD, and grew exceedingly vicious among 
© themſelves. The cry of their iniquities reaehed the 

heavens; and the Lord ſent his Servant, Ezekiel, to 
roprove them for their fins, With all the zeal, 
boldneſs and faithfulneſs of a Prophet, he lifted up 
bis voice like a trumpet, and patheticalhy exclaimed 


againſt the fins of Jeruſalem; ſparing no order of | 


men, av all were verily. guilty, Their Princes, aud 
Nulers were exceedingly cruel and oppreſſive they 
even threw off the natural ties of kindred, ſet lięli 
father, aud mother, oppreſſed the flranger, ani 
wexed"\the 'fatherleſ5, and the widow, to promote 
their on honorywealth and dominion, Their chief 


mer, who ought to have done every thing they eculd 


* 
% g 1 
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to promote virtue and religion among the people, 
caſt off the fear of the Lord, deſpiſed: holy chings, 
und became the fad examples of lewdneſs, and abomi- 
nation. Nextato theſe, he laſhes the vices of 
tze Prieſts; for they in Jeraſalem were culpable as 
RE hen Praeſts, faith (God, have-violated 
my cleto, and 'profaned © my holy things; they have 
put u ——— 2 1 
wave bid heis tyrs from my Sabbaths, and I um pro- 

' Faned-among ubem. And her prophets have daubed 
them wih untempered mortar. "Theſe, and many 
other fins, pre vaiſed in Jeruſalem; which raiſed the 
vnger, und indignation- of the Lord sgeinſt them. 
But it ãs commonly the cafe in oll decfenſiens, per- 


haps, in every period of the world, that fome one m 
more general, and prevalent than any other, at 
tat time. If we arrefid to the ehapter/ in which 
the toxt is inſer ted, we ſhall find this to have been 
the cooler with the Je. Their Predominapt ſin. 
er 4 en 4 C* . 187 * Which 
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Köbi the Prodher charges upon every Fr of e 
among them, as their circuniſtances afforded them 
be opportunity: to praiſe it; ſeems o have beeu, 
or internal oppreſſion. Which was the 
* more inencuſable in them, as (hey, at the ſame time, 
Vyere complaining of oppreſſion from their enemies 
But ſo inconſiſtent is mankind, that the very things 
hey eſteem molt grie vous in others, they frequently - 
practiſe themſelves. So it was with Jeruſalem. Her 
riaces, Rulers, Judges and great men, were like 
N devouring their prey, deſtroying the people 
to increaſe their qu wealth. The Prophets pro- 
pheſied for gain, and ſtripped the people of their 
Ucbez. at the ſame time they neglected their ſouls - 
pes ſaith the Prophet, they have devoured fouls, have 
"takin the treaſure and precious things, and inade her 
Jeruſalem) many widows in the! midſt thereof . 
+ Which: they did,“ ſays; that learned Expolitor, 
85 Mr. Huſt, « one while, by raiſing perſecutions, cutting 
T * off: huſbands from their, wives; another while, and 
Wb; which agrees moſt with the place, perſuading, 
| encouraging, and bewitchiug Zedekiah, and the 
. « Princes, agd People, to hold out the war, and run 
. 6 all hazards. and extremities of that "ſiege, which, 
|  * * filled; Jeruſalem with dead huſbands, and. forlorn - 
bs w « widows”. And the people f the land have uſed, 
WES: 7-7 oppreſſion, and exerciſed robbery,- and have vexed. the 
Poor and needy : ; yea, they: have oppreſſed the ſtranger 
. 2orong fully. Forgetting; this e rule of right, 
| love: thy neighbor as. thyyaff,” they devonured one 
is FEISS: anoche with an inſatiable, thirſt: yak gain. So that, 
e > _ppot-{ſuppolition, chere might be ſome —— 
1 . kept themſelves, free: from their reigning fins, 
Fett, to every; order: of men among them, taken 
HY e works 2 text e 3 
RI. apply zrxrt reecbiy gained uf. thy neighbours by 
. n 70 forgotten me, 6 Jab and Lord ow | 


„ 1 
7s draw a parallel between the e * Sem 

1 of the Jews and our own, is bot my intention. 

The beavy Judgments, with which we are viſited, an 


"that cry of extortion, apd oppreſſion, which rings 
| through the land; aſſimilaes us in ſome degree at lealt. 


And now, ſecing Almighty God. ken 
bur exceeding ingratitude, and unthankfolneſs towa 
| kim, hath giyen us this day to fee the beginning of a 


New-Year, can we do better then to turn aſide from - 


our ſerular affairs; and employ a few moments in 
reſlekting upon the increaſing, predominant evil, with 
 which-we have Cloſed the laſt ?!= O may we humble 
"ourſelves before God, and devoutly pray for a ſpeedy 
reformation, that by his ſovran, rich grace, we may 
begin, and end this year in à better manner than we 
have done the preceeding.. ; | 


In ofder- is illaſtrate the ſubſet; and at möch as 
poſſible to accomodate it to the preſent purpoſe, it 
- will be convenient for us, in the firſt place, to wunder 
\ Wei import of. the word, Extortion, -. © 


Secondly, to make ſome remarks vpon the origin 


5 of this evil. 
© Fhirdly, to confider Gelbex of 1 ain 
8 £ by and burtſuf tendeney. 3 4; 28 1 1. 


| | 1 nal 
Fig, Jet us conſider the iber er the; mood 
Extortion, made uſe of in the tert. 


' Jncur language, i it is bot id all caſes, 8 of the” 2] 
Ggnification with the word 5ppreion ; tho? they 
are) both frequently uſed inthe ſame ſenſe. Opproſſn, 
is a more general term, and is rather applied to 
authority. and ſignifies yarious kind) of in vjaſtice ; -fach 
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| Won the fame ho _ a tis heart.” 
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cle * the 1 of W an boch N 
impoſitions az are inimical to ſociety, and contrary to 
the natural laws of juſtice, and equity. But the 
word Extortion, ſeems rather limited to the actions 
of individuals; and is applied to thoſe more private 
advantages, which men take of the neceſfities of 
others, in their common dealings, eſpecially in caſes 


of buying, and felling but notwithſtanding there 


may be this difference in ſtricneſs, yet by common 
uſage, they are both frequently applied to the ſame 
purpofes ; and ſometimes bear the fame fenſe in 
| ſeriprure, leo, 25. 14. If thou” fell ought unte thy _ 
iobbour, or buyeſl. ought of thy _—_— band; ' 75 
* il not oppreſs one another. 


Secondly, let us make ſome remarks + open the. 
origin of this evil, 


This evil in ftrianefs, no- > dove - has ies riſe 


from the grand ſource of alf other ſins, the depra- 


vity of the human heart. This is the root of all 


. our moral calamities. From whence come: wars anth 


Jightings among you ? come they not . 7 even of 
ur lufts, that war in your members F.. 


But Seieſhpdieg all. our ſinful ations boring 


from the fame ſource yet they are not all alike. 


As in the branches of a tree, ſome 29 their 
dre immediate rife out of others, and make a 
very different appearance; tho all are nouriſned by 
the ſame ſtock, ſo many fins, take their riſe out of 
orhers, and put on different appearances, aud yet are 
all fed by the ſame original fountain. To ioftance- 
ia covetouſpeſs, and. prodigality ; "fins as unlike as 
ſias can be; theſe ſpriũg more immediately from dif- 
ferent luſts, or inclinations, and yet both are nouriſhed: 


* Extorcioa 
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/ Extortion ſeems to be the progeny ne 
 evaticious 4% after worldly gain, For an igordi- 


nate defire after the world, may as properly be 


guilty—. Ad 40 it is denominated in the holy 


ſcriptures : hence ſays the Apoſtle. James, when 


ſpeaking of, ſuch ; ye adalrerers and adullergſtr, 


know ye not that the frienaſbep of the world is 
enmity "with God? 


therefore will be a 
Tias of the world, is the enemy of Ged. Extor- 


tion therefore we may conceive, ariſes. from an 


inſatiable, avaricious deſire of gain; a luſt which 


unjuſt, and iniquitous practices, to increaſe their 
own private intereſts ; and betrays a mind, almoſt 


A 


ſeduces men into 2 train of oppreſſive actioũs, aud 


100 contraſted, mean, and baſe to be called human. 


Thirdly, let us conſider ſomerhing.of the evil _ 


een and hurtful rendency of Extortion, 


h To gire an adequate idea of the. evil nature? 
or to paint the hurtful tendeney of this dete/table 


power of deſcription fa 


ns obſeryer, is is all I ſhall eee. 


þ Extortion i is a breach. of the natofel laws of 
juſtice and equity; for theſe all require, that in 
every ſpecies of dealing with mankind, we ſhould 


become mytually adyantageous to each other. But 


the tegdency of extortion is to advance a man's ow 


private intereſt, and bring poverty, and diſtrefs upon 

others. He who takts advantage of the neceſſity of 
bis neighbour, 'diminiſhing 559 intereſt "to. ade 

N by. . an equiyalepr_ for Fw 500 


called a loſt, as any. fin of which mankind may be 


practice, language wo 2 be inſufficient, and the 
To hint at a few things 


only, which are plain and obvious to every ue 2 


895 * 


> 
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Eiodneſs. and benevolence, Theſe all require us tao 


_ afflition forever ! What à ſhoelcing reflection doth 
this afford What complacency can the Extortioner 
take in his anjaſt gaio, while miny; from whom 
he has extorted. it, and who were intitled to his 
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be receives, is a violator of the laws of juſtice and 
_ Equity, And the man whoſe impartial conſcience 
cannot anſwer in the affirmative to this ſimple 
queſtioa, in eyery inſtance - of trade; have I done; 


. would be dent by f mult plead guilty. 


"es 


2. Extortion is a-violation of the laws of mercy, 


- 
, 


extend our pity. and compaſſion to our fellow crea- 
tures. Hut the Extortioner exerciſes none of theſe. 
His heart, his eyes, his hands, and every bowe! of” 

love, and mercy are ſhut againſt the diſtreſſes and, 


- wants of others; and his ears deaf to all their com _ 


plaints— He matters not how great à diminution 


 _ Others ſuſtain in their wealth, and happineſs, if he 


can: but ſeæuręe his. own.—' Loſt to every ſocial 
virtue, he puts off the man, and aſſumes rather the 


character of ſome. voracious animal, who, to fatjate 
his own greedineſs, would devour all around him. 


5 


Extortion, in a ſpecial manner, is very unmerciful. 
and deſtreſſiug to the poor“ The want of the 


L # ontward neceflaries of life is a ſore nes wen ; 
hat mercy requires us not only to commiſerate; 
but to do all chat is in our power to relieve”—. 


The poor are of this denomination — their circum- 


ſtances call for our pity and compaſſion — But what 
does the Extortioner ? Iuſtead of attording relief, he 
adds co their miſeries, aid wants, Yea, furthee, is 


not Extortion, in a great mezſure, the cauſe of 
their miſery ? does it not bring the diſtreſſing 


' calamity of . pinching want upon thouſands, who 


other wiſe might have been ſtrangers to ſuch deep 
1 


- 


mergy 


cu). 


merey and computiive, may be now groaning und 
dying for want? At leaſt it is not owing. io his _ 
is 


benevolence if they are not. How contrary 
krhis to the rules of the benevolent | Goſpel z which 


teacheth us not to be anxious for the meat "that 
periſheth, bat to abound i ip good works, and in the 
i 


grace of liberality ?. eſpecially to extend mergy to the 
poor—for be that hath pity on the 5 lendeth to 
the Lord And ſaith the Pſalmiſt, ble leſſed i is be 
obo confe idereth the Four. © | | 


FU 


„ Extortion is a breach of ts 3 Jaws of Ds 


fociay, For it is not only cruel and unjuſt treat- 
ment of individuals; but is exceedingly detrimental 


to the community, by weakening ſociety, and en- 


dangering the ſtate; The {tropgeſt bond of ſociety 


is mutual intereſt. But to this, Extortion is 
diametrically oppoſed. Siniſter motives are always 
oppoſed to the public good; but theſe are the 


principles which bias the. ſoul, and influence the 
conduct of Extortioners, And as Extortion increaſes, 


the public intereſt is leſſened ; as all ſupplies become 


| proportionably' dearer., Bot beſides this it creates 
louſies, excites - - feuds, and atimoſities, deſtroys 


utual confidence, and becomes the bane of bk | 


public union in which 2 the ada of a 
Spule conſiſts. | 


4. The eee is 2 | for to o bimſelF; - for by 


% 


acting agaiaſt che community, fo far as his influence, 5 


and importance extend, ſo far he endangers his own 


7 happineſs, by deſtroying that on which the protec- 
tion of his - perſon and property depends. So that 


in ore view an Extortioner is as much afoe tothe 


public and himfelf, as an enemy appearing in open 


1 and in ſome ſenſe more ſo ; for while tbe 
Ar 75 — Wu, 


LOSS 7 
LD 


7 


(us) 


Sch, Mee his iaceacion, he is « more ſecret enemy 
knawing out the bowels under the maſk of a friend; 
OIL Io much to be oppoſed. LAS... 


3. The Extortianer is not only a foe. to himſelf, 

| His ighbour, and his country, but to his GOD; 
BE. who is ſuch a friend of the world,. is the - 
enemy of COD. He makes the world i? God, 
and forfakes the fountain- of living waters. Thus + 
| ſaith the'text, thou ba/? greedily gained of thy neigh- 

bours by extortion, and haſt -forgatten me, ſaith 765 | 


Led Cad. But further, Extortioners may be ſaid to- 


forget God, in their violating ſeveral of his particu- 
lar commands. For inſtance, their conduct is a 
breach of the ſixth command; for that requires every 
lauſul endea vour 1 rink the lives of- others. as well 
at of gur own. they would deſtroy life, by - 
diſtreſſing the poor and the needy, the widow and 
the — « The _— yu ready to Py” 
<ome upon them,” >: 


They violate the ghith command, which requires 


u 10 promote the. wealth or outward eſtate of aber, 


But they unrighiteouſſy take it ſrom them, invert 
tbe command of the Apoſtle, and look every man 
. bis qwn things, Ne as the things of others, 


Once more, they are wapſereffors of the tenth - 


command, which forbids every ſpecies of covetoulneſs, | 
and manifeſt an - uareaſonable, avaricious defire-afier. 


- the wealth of others: Their covetous hearts 3 


Jog no bounds, like the. horſe- each continual 222 


5 Live, give. They are like greedy animals 2551 


never bave enough.—They all. lun to their own mY -- 
every one for his gain. They covet greedily all t 
"my ay ing yea . e lapguage of h 
they 


| $0 that let us view extortion in what light we pleaſe, 
we ſhall find ic —— in it e dreadful 


iz it 's conſequences. 


Than eh dee ens be pb ce en | 
nature, and hurtful tendency of the fig of extortion; - 


that foe to God and man, which has invaded: the 
land, and with mercileſs, unrelenting fury, OE 
 deſtrudion all around! £ 


- Interiat dppreſſion 1 was not 3 to the h 
Mankind, under like circumſtances, are generally 
the ſame - When opportunities have favored it, others 
have diſcovered the ſame diſpoſition, and run into 


fimilar extremes, even the more erflightened age of 
the world „and the higheſt profeſſing people nov 


excepted ; as the preſent times are a 2 
witneſs! This deftroying evil has pervaded oue 
borders; and it's increaſing rapacity has become 
exceedingly calamitous | The threatning aſpeQ calls 
upon every. friend of God, of juſtice, mercy, and 
| benevolence to ariſe, and exert every ſocial faculty 
to ſtop it's progreſs — The voice of God,” more 


eſpecially, call upon the miniſters, of Chriſt, in fomse 
meaſure, as Mok « did pon the children of Lfrael; 


| when they had made themſelyes naked with their 
idolatrous fins ; who ir on tbe Lord's file ? gird on 


_ every man his ſpiricosl fevord, and go in and out from 


** 


Hm to gate throughout the camp, and ſlay 
15 ſin, and 6 down the iniquity tn” has 


enlarge their defire as hell, and af death, nd 
22. be jatisfied. Conſequently, they are expoſed 
to the difpleaſurg and judgments of God here, and 


to his wrath, and eternal indignatiow hereafter ; for 
uo Extortioner ſhall enter the Kingdom of Heaven. 
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« Chriſt's winiſters 0 at neh vpon Jeru⸗ i 
| 1 8 walls ; and are under indiſpenſable obligations 
to warn the wicked of their danger, The ſolemun 
. to Ezekiel, was in theſe words: Sen of man, 
I have made thee a watchman unto the hole of lirael : 
_ therefore bear the word at my maul b, and give tbem 
warning from me. When4 Jay unto the wicked, thou 
| ſhalt ſurely die, and thou giveſt bim not warning, 
nor ſpeakeſt to warn the wicked from bis wicked y 
lis ſaue bis life: the famt wicked mam ſball dio in his 
miuity; but his blood will I require at thine hand: 
| Tet if (hou. warn the wicked, and he turn not from 
"bis wichedneſi— he ſhall die in his iniquity ; but thou 
_ haſt delivered thy ſoul. Son of man, I do fend thee. 
unto the houſe of Iſrael ;” for they' have tranſgrefſed 
ae, ne. And thou, fon of man, be not afraid of 
neither be afraid of their words, —nor be dife 
_ at their looks — ] do fend thee,—and thou alt 
peu 1 words undo them, tohet her they will hear, 
er whether they will ſorbear.— Tho“ Chriſt's mi- 
niſters are not now commiſſioned in this extraordinary 
manner, yet their obligations to be faithful are q 
ſolemm, and © diuding, a8 in the prophetic days. EX? | 


Having this fallicient rent I ſhall endeavour; h 
| by: the aſſiſtance of him, whoſe cauſe | am now 
„ pleading. to deliver my ſoul, and Whether you will 
18 8 forbear, plainly, and 1 hope faithfully, apply 
# - the ſubjeR. - May the fear-of GOD ever keep me 
| ' from [bet fear of mas, which bringeth a ſnare. 
And may that text be ever written upon my heart 
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boch that- lbs of money which is the root of all evil; 
-twhich while ſore covet after they err from the faith, 


und pierce themſebves throhgh with many ſorrows. 


That greedineſs of gain, that iuſa tiable laſt after 
the world which induced Iſcariot to bettay his Lord 
aud Maſter, is no doubt an inducenient with ſome 
to betray their country—and as it were, to fell 
their Gd. 127 WADE 777 


\ 


But let, vs make ſome inquiry into the more 


po 


extravagant prices on almoſt. every article, which 
the neceſſities of the people have compelled tbem to 


— 


\ 


external or ſecondary canſes of this evil, which has 
occaſioned ſuch loud complaints; and which threatens 
us, at this critical petiod, with internal deſtruction. 


"The complaitts in the country are chiefly levelled. 


' againſt the merchants, in the maritime rowns ;—that - 


they have taken advantage of the times and laid 


irchaſe . The country *petceiving this, and 


| knowing the trading towns could no more ſubſiſt 


without the produce of the lands, than they them- 
ſelves without the wares of the merchant, -immedi: 
ately raiſed the price of almoſt every neceffary of 


life, carried into the markets, as high as the general 


demand would admit them. This has occaſioned” 


an increafe of extravagance on each ſide, 1ill. the ; 


condutt of both has become exceedingly oppreſſive. 


Taking matters as it were by the groſa, and theſe  - / 


will no d6vbt be acknowledged, as the more often- 
fible cauſes of the preſent extortion ; if we judge of 
things according to the general complaints; Bat if 
ve mote critically examine the matter, we ſhall per- 


haps find, that this evil js not effected by any one 


cauſe alone, but by a number of accidental cauſes com- 
bined rogather—, . May, not (theſe be the cauſes ; | 


. / 2 


. - " article they had to b. airy of, merely for the fake. | 


any rate, have not had virtue enough to withſtand 2 
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,F hall not arafone to hide in the a 6 
pretend to determine de jdg i what are the cauſes, | 
but only hint at ſome: things by way of inquiry. 
Have not the ſcarcity of wares, add want of employ - 
indoced a number to become. adventurers ia foreign 
frade; the hazard now being extremely great, and the 
few comparatively. who return with good voyages, 
have raiſed inſurances ſo very high, (beſides all 
extra-expences in manning and fitting out, &c. which 
every one knows muſt be much greater than before 
the war, that honeſt. trading merchants have been 
necefſitated to advance the prices of goods ob 
tained at ſuch a riſk, and with ſuch coſts? Not to 

mention the loſſes they have ſuſtained ſince the war, 
dy the. ſtagnation of trade, and otherwiſe, are not 
theſe reaſons ſufficient to juſtify them? The honeſt 
fecond· hand dealer may be obliged to advance upon 
the prices of his goods, as his ſuppliers advance upon 
him; and yet compared wich other times, and with 


I ether things in the proſent times, bis intereſt may 


really fink rather than gain. Now ought we not 
ia. juſtice to make great allowances for theſe things ? 


But have not others, who have ſuſtained no ſuch 
 Tofes, nor run any ſuch hazards, taken advantage of 
theſe things, and extorted in their demands for every 


5 private gain ? 


Are there nor ſome, who; ſeeing 4 FAR TENG 
65 the times gave them the opportunity, that peoples 
ene would compel them to purchaſe at almoſt 


„the temptation; but deaf to the voice of juſtice, 
.xeaſon-and conſcience, and dead to the feelings of 
denevalence and humanity, hayecarried their extor- 
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"led there not ſome others, who had large ſtocks 
on hand, for which ſome” might be deeply * ndebred 
to merchants abroad, and had it not been for the 
| preſent unhappy” war, before this day might have 
entered the liſt of Bankrupis; who have extorted 
upon their goods, that they might gnable themſelves 
to parchaſe the Weſl-India produce which has been 
wafted fo plenrifully into our ports, that they might 
keep the trade in their own hands, woes, to 
greets what advances they pleaſed * 


Again, is it not a fact well known to many in. 
the trading towus, that when foreigners have riſked 
. trade with us, and offered their commodities for 
ſale in our ports, at reaſongble prices, that ſome of 
the larger trading merchants have purchaſed their 


whole cargoes; giving not only more than they need ; . 


to have done, but even more than was demanded; 
With a view to keep. up the value of the goods they 
Had on hand? So much have ſome valued their 
own intereſt aboye the good of che public. | 


Are not ſuch monopolizings and foreſtalliogs W- ... 
theſe, the crime of Extortion of the blackeſt hue! 


But if we rexert our thoug hes to the country; 
ſhall we not find the ſame . avaricious diſpoſition 
equally prevailing in moſt places, in proportion to 
the trade Garried on, and as the circumſtances of 
people give them an opportunity? Does it nor ſeem 
28 if the whole country was contaminated with a 


ſpirit of ſelfiſhneſs? Is there any other difference 
between the Merchant and the Farmer in this reſpect, 
than- what ariſes from their different circumſtances. ? 
Altho' the agen might have been firſt in this 
iniquity, . yet have not the country people eagerly 
Ape till bock EL Jealous of each other, 

| 2 and 


| e 8 )- 8 

Fa, pod. FINFA if reſolved, ip ſome inſtances, to onda | 
in Extortion— From an impartial inquiry into 
theſe affairs, does it not appear probable, at leaſl 
"that from ſuch cauſes combined this deſtructive evi 
lakes it's riſe? And yet, how ready is every one ta 
"excuſe himſelf. from blame, and caſt the fault upon 
others? When perbaps, the greater part, if not all 
- Who are any ways concerned in trade, whether ig 
Town or Country, are either in a greater or leſs 
degree promoters of this internal oppreſſion; ig 
addition to our other calamities. Does not the text 
therefore ſeem pertinent to our preſent circumſtances, 

And apply as well to the Farmer, as to the Merchant; 

13 bon haſt greedily gained of thy neighbours by — | 
ts lion, ond 72 fergotten me, fatth the Lord God. 


Let | us next conſider who are, his more immediate 
ſufferers by this internal oppreſſion. But this is 
fily diſcerned -. Neither the Merchant nor the 
armer, aa individuals; for theſe are apparently 
gainers and thoſe who are employed in public bu: 
| fineſs, many of them at leaſt, the poor /aldiers ex- 
Fepted, may find ways and means by their Salaries, 
Perquiſites, or otherwiſe, to add as much to their 
private intgreſts as to balance their own loſſes, if not 
more. None of theſe therefore are ſo fenfibly _ . 
= offeſted by it, as others: but all who depend alone 
upon fixed ſalaries, or their on priyate incomes, 
having no concern in trade, &c. are immediate and 
' "heavy ſuffeters. Their intereſts are every day ſink- 
ing. and their properties falling by the band of ex- 
. © -"xortion. In a word, every claſs of men, thoſe in 
Public employ or ſome trade or other excepred, are 
- "ſufferipy under the iron hand of mercileſs internal 
Ohppreſſion. Bur the diſtreffes of the Poor eſpecially 


t be ee greje * wks * e | 


„„ 
lind however ; ſome of ibele doubileſe know how . 
to make advantage of the times, as well as other 


men; and for ought we know, may haye as great a | 


- band in Extortioo, according to the ſphere in which 
_ - they act. It is with them, no doubt, as with ſome. 
jn higher rank, money never flowed in upon them 
ſo faſt before ln life — But what, my Friends, 
muſt become 6f the Aged and Infrm, the ide 
and the Orphan? What will become of thouſands, 
who before theſe difficulties were but one remove 
from pinching 
Win not their 
bring dows the 


is reach the Heavens, and 
judgments of God ſtill heavier upon 


un? O whereare thoſe bowels of mercy, and com- 


555 paſſion, which all the ties of nature, humanity, and 
religion bind us to exerciſe. toward our fellow: 
creatures ? ' Are we dead to every. tender feeling. 
and benevolent affeRion ! - Are we ſinking iuto that 
' bardened ſtate of the Jews, when oppreſſion fea! 
ed up the needy, and made be poar of the land to fail: 
Have we not reaſon to Tay with the Prophet, ue 
4, for judgment, but there is mone ; for ſalvation, 
but it is far from us: Tor our tr8n/ereſſions. 
multiplied —, and our fas 1e œ against us, Ia 
 "Fran/prefſing and hing againſi the Lord, departing from 

the truth, fprating oppreſſion and revolt— Judgnient 


ts turned away backward, juſtice-ſtandeth fe off ; | 


truth i is fallen in the Itrert, yo equity cannot enter, 


w_ While the Merchant of the Farmer, and 
ithe Farmer of the Merchant, are not both enriehing 
themſelyes with the ſpoils of the poor ?— But the 
Merchant perhaps will plead, that notwithſtanding 
he has . advanced the prices of his wares, yet 


the circumſtances of the times, the lofs of 


trade, Le. he is not upon the whole a gainer by his 


ml The Farmer may likewiſe — T 
; e 8 


want? What can they ſubſiſt on now # 


os 


are . 


— — 


—— 
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| Gi e den due prices than the produce of the 
| _-. Farm, therefore notwithſtanding the high demands he 
3 


= makes for all his vendible articles, yet upon the whole 
hae is not a gainer . Now if ls be a fact, that 
. both have ebhanced the prices of your commodities, 
and yet veither gain my thing by it, you muſt be 
che more inexcuſable (till; for if bis be rhe caſe, 
© . then you mult certainly extort for the ſake of op- 
preſſion, even without a temptation! But this ſuppo- 
tion will not readily be granted; therefore admit- 
tiog that neither inereaſe your: real, or per ſonal 
eſtates, by your preſent trade, yet it is preſumed you 
EE] Nil retain your intereſts by winding the face of the 
2 So that view the matter in what light you 
ſe; you cannot exculpare yourſelves from blame. 
[hat a melancholy caſe is this? Will not theſe words 
olf the Prophet apply to us; the Lord will enter inty - 
Judgment "with the ancients of bis people = for ye 
have eaten.up the vineyard ; the Foil of of the poor is in 
your. houſes. What mean ye that ye beat my people 
#6 pieces, and grind the faces of the poor ? ſaith the © 
Lard God of Hoſts. Are we not the generation, the 
wiſe man ſpeaks of, whoſe teeth are as ſwords, and 
t beir jaw-teeth af i hnives, to devour the poor from 
off the earth, and the needy from among nenn 


"Theſe are ſome of the -evils that individuals ſuffer - 
by the preſent Extortion - but if we eonſider it in a 
more public view, how greatly does it injure, and en- 
danger the community ? 1. ee th 5 7 5 
ſe ſeveral ways. 


Ment hv ſcourages, 1 ani; all thoſe, who 
| are +6 pp N and as a natural tendency to create di- 
viſions, and deſtroy that harmogy and union, in which 


= the Weng and en of ſocieties * 2 1 
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2. It enhances the prices of almoſt every Article 

© mereflary for the public ſupply for which there is 
dow the greateſt demand; and conſequently, ama® 

, ingly increaſes the public debt—. And bere if 
I miſtake not, the Extortioner is a ſinner againſt 
© . bimſelf; for to diſcharge the load he muſt in time, 

at leaſt refund a ſhare of his porighteous gain. 


3. Thefe things occaſion the Emiſſion of ſuch 
floods of ay, EK as neceflarily depreciates 
its own value; and ſo much the more involves the 
public in difficulty. - So that in fact, Extortion moſt 
rapidly increaſes the debt, depreciates the Currency, 
and finks the credit of the public; and conſequently 
is the greateſt impolicy. And unleſs a ſpeedy ſtop 
ean be put to its progreſs, by ſome means or other, i 
will ſoon bring inevitable ruin upon the public, and 
render the increaſing burthens of thouſands quite 
intolerable 1.08 where then is 5 * love for 
our country? Where. our patriatiſin, and pretended 
_.zeal for the public Ber Have not- theſe been 
- tipped about from tongue to tongue ? Was all this 
feigned ? or was it a dream or mere delufion ? or 
Was it a cloak to hide a ſpirit as felfiſh as nan? 
Were indifferent beings to view our conduct, what 15 
would they think of us? Were the falſe colouri 
with which men paint their actions to be wiped 
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impiety, than the 
| — Toy 


us. It is certain,.ſo far as this iniquity prevails, we 


|| abomination; and conſiders it as a reproach againſt 
bimſeif: for he that oppreſſeth the por, 5 
bis maker: but he that hotoreth him, hath Mercy 
en the poor,” Hare we not reaſon to tremble at the 
threatuin ings once denounced againſt Jeruſalem for 


N the Lord; ahd that great city, once the glory d 
the world, is oo more f O that we might be wiſe 


bo tribute We praſeſing. A 


N 8 


-*Bue if de conſider the matter ina more religious 


ier, how calamitious aud threatoing is the preſent 


aſpe& of the times 7 Can there 3 
evidence of the decay of religion, and the increaſe 

ent internal oppreſſion ? It 
had in ſome Jogos forſaken 


hare. forſaketi him.) The Almighty deteſts this 


like fins ? Caſt a mount about r, ſaid the Lord f 
715 this is the city to he viſited, ſhe is wholly Pprefſion 


in the midſt of her. As a fountain cafteth' out 
; waters, Jo ſhe cafteth out her wickedneſt : violence” — 4 


rl 1s beard in her, before me continually is 27 


Hi | we wounds. Be igſtructed, O Jeruſalem, leſt my ſoul * 


part from t ber: leſt T make thee deſolate, a land not. 
habited. . Jeruſalem would not hear the voice 


enough to un the rocks, which others have ſplit 


4 "apainſt, leſt we ſhare rhe. ſane fate But what can 


the Extortionier expect? Nay, what can be pray for? 
Let his profeſſions be whar they may, to be couliſtent 


- with himſelf, his prayer, if ever be does pray, muſk 
| de ſomething like this: -/ 


O chou, Sortan Lord 90 bn Wer 1" 


9 who E 8 — 4 
4 thoſe public c; given 
| Fo opgortuniry — my, unbou 

* ayaricious | E 


I have 9 ＋ 


4 


6 275 190 


# 10 hoy Sedan fill Pede de > ink 
* jacreaſe: but may ſcarcity and tant till 
be the fate of my "country; and more and more. 
% abeund. ' May the time fpectily come, when 1 


i ſhall be able os bay yds r for felver, and the needy,, 


« for 4 pair of ſhoes. y. all my countrymen be 
2 Al nt aud I be made Lord over them.— 
2 8 my ambitious, avaritious deſir es, which 
- %pre all as unbounded as the Ocean and give me; 
3 to live always: but if this may not be 
ted, tho” I cannot bear the thought of ever 

ing ; and deprecate the horrible idea of parting 
a my poſſeſſions, yet when I can enjoy my 


| * eart paradiſe no longer, then give we che | 
> e portion in the paradiſe above,” | 


| Hov ſhocking to © pious wind oath it bet to 
hear a man in earneſt, addreſs bis maker thus! 
= I dare appeal to the Extortionet's own Conſcience, 
be has any, if this does not correſpond with his. 
real defires ? The eſſence of prayer conſiſts in the 
teal deſires of the heart. Let a than expreſs what 
be wil 9 his n e be 


. — 18 


are Nerchau Traders, 2 ne the: 
. 


of men concerned in our internal oppreſſion? 


At fe time when che Prophet addreſſed ' the Jews 
in the text, every order of men among them, each 
in ken own way, —_ Prieſts, Rulers, or Peo- 
n afted f rom ſiviſter motives ; and were 
Fun er of their own- calamities, by oppreſſion. 
e individuals indeed might have had the fear 


ff God before them be this number compared 
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oy WY the whole was nn Snell; but Rn 
" Wy every order among them either iu 


greaier or leſs degree . From the l 
of them even unte the graatgh of the m wy e 


Hen to cane, 


„„ But is this the cafe with: every N 
* oog ws? are we all gone out of the way? 
Has 8 ſelfiſh; ambitious, avaricious ſpirit diffuſed its 
baneful influenecs thro? our land? Do the clergy 
grow inatcentive to the . vices of men, and leſs - 
- zealous for the Lord of hoſts ? have they ſufficiently - 
| ſounded the alarm and 4 ody, exclaimed againſt 
eur owa fins as the ſius of othets? have they been 
ds watchful agaioſt-ipternal oppreſſion, which is the 
8 greater evil, as againſt oppreſſion from abroad ? 
; Do they daub with untempered mortar, healing the 
"5-5 w4 the daughter of God's s people f gt, / ang 
peace, peace, when there is no peace *—and 
people love to have it ſo ?. Ae our rulers Gage 
with , the ſame diſpoſi ow 7 'Are our Politicians 
bending their wits, and racking their inventions, to 
exalt themſeldes? Are our Stateſwen practiſing every 
ſpecies of Stute · Craft, to promote ſelf intereſt and 
* ſelf honour?— Have appointments, both in ibe 
33 Civil and military departments. been under the 
. influence of ſiniſter views ? — has the promotion of 
Friends and Connections been more: attended to, 
3 than the public good? Have many diſgraced their 
Oountry, and the office they ſuſtained; while others, 
who would > *+ 87 honour: to both, have been 
BY. . . © - wholly neg] Are thoſe; who are employed i in 
8 public fr too 19uch actuated by the ſame ſpirit ? 
* 10 a word are n SAO end ne com- 
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bes together. decee the governing bine of the p 
Times? I mean only to put individuals. upon felf - 
inquiry. I mean not to caſt the leaſt reflection 
upon any order of men whatever : nor would I 
_. wiltiogly fay @ word to ſtir up any groundlefs ſor- 
yy For I revere the true Patriot, the Friend to 
is Country and the Liberties of mankind: but dete/? 
the man, called by whatever name, „ho owes his 
greatneſs to his country's ruin.“ But altho? 1 meat 
not to charge this crime of Extortion and ſelfiſhneſs 
upon every man, yet does not the complexion of the: _ 
times urge us to theſe inquiries? If theſe things 
be true of us, what a deplorable ſituation are we in! 
Our circumſtances urgently requeſt a mouroful tear, 
from every pitying eye, over ourſelves, and our Coun- 
try! Without a Tpeedy reformation, how ſoon will 
the lamentation, of our all benevolent Savior ojer” 
ruſaſem, with a little variation, apply tous! © 
| England, Nerv · England, how often would I have 
gathered thy children poet ber; tuen as a ben gather« 
b ber chickens under hey qwings, and ye would not f 
2 thou had{ ht deny T 55 at _ bt os this 
day the things that to J. 2 * 
5 Nes are Bid from on ines | 


A le iN Rights x exp jr 
own practices; and apply the ſubje& more cloſly to 
our ſelves. Have we not followed the multitude A 4 
" evil, and greedily gained of our neighbours by Extor- 
tion, aitreſfing individuals, and damaging the public? 
1 would not be underſtood to ſugge that the people 
are worſe here, than in r places : 1 have no 
reaſon to think they are; Nor would I have a word. 
bend in this diſcourle, underflood as ivtcndeq to 
9 2 EN T 
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BY the leaſt pero 38 wy. Heer” 
_ azalnſ} you—juſtice and gratitude require the con- 
trary, having experienced much of your kindneſs 
agd. liber ality, ever ſioce 1 haye have had the happi- 
to live among you: a graceful. ſenſe of Wiſs 
ay 1 always retain * my W 1 by 
Bur my F anda, Jon not extartic; honed dee - 
as well as in other places? Who can fay, I have 


' Waſhed my hands in Innocence, and am free. 


* which mult colt you the keene 


this ſin ot the times? ? Have we not more or leſs c 
the ſame diſpoſition iu each of our hearts? I preſume 
not to clear myſelf; tho God has indeed, in his 
wWiſe and merciſiu Providence, placed me in a ſituation, 
7 here I am not tried with the temptation to exerciſe 
it. But ſhould the caſe ever be otherwiſe, I humbly 
y. and I aſk your prayers for me, that I may be 
ept from ſo great an evil. If we are concerned in 
this abhorred fin, let as now pauſe a moment, and 
reflect what an awful thing it is for us to bring ae 
E 6 ourſelves, and upon the land 
at you by eyery bowel of mercy, 
| benevolent. paſſion, to conſider what you do !— 
This life, with all its moſt. plesfurable enjoywenes, 
is but a vapour: and gain, greedily gotten by extor· 
tion, is bat a treaſure of guilt- and; mij 7! Wit to ac· 
compeny yoy into che eternal world 


take, ſo much, pains, and N | jorge * 9 
molt bitter 


repentanee in this life; or elſe produce a great 
dlͤegree of guilt and anguiſh: to. rorture you in 

___ © mo 15 by com? ! For the Lord hath ſpoken. ih, 28 | 

n go .back ur coveto us —yor. extortioners 


1 * . the l * e Ih 


. _ tranſgroſbop, but did that excuſe Adam, who. willingly 


W that you do not diſcern this evil in yourſelyes, tho? 


What hey purchaſe, there is no ipiquity in aſking the 


But you. will plead hops, cha he Merchany 4 
began firſt, and. oo on are, pot to blame. 1 
But will this excuſe ag > > Eve was firſt in the i 


followed? Will you. like him, follow others in ini, * 1 
quity, and plunge yourſelyes into the ſame guilt and 9 
miſery; and then as he did caſt all the blamę on 3 

others? rather than virtucuſiy ſtand alone? .Perhops,,© 4 
ſelf-intereſt has ſo biaſed, and [prejudiced your minds, 


may ſee it in other And ſome may argue, 
that as they are obliged to pay exorbitant prices for 


| like for What they ſell. Bat while there arg. more | 
rehaſers. than yenders, this way of reaſoning muſt | 
forever unjuſt, And if ic made as much againſt | 
your preſent intereſt as it does for it, would you nor 
readily ſee it ? Let us ſuppoſe. a caſe, What if ihe | 
ublic authority ſhould encourage. the extravagant 
bp mands of the Merchants; and at the ſame time, 
force your. commodities from you at the former uſual [4 
prices? would you not ſee the injuſtice of this ? would 
Jou ſuffer it? would not every mouth be filled with 3 
the cry of oppreſſion ?. and every exertion, be made = 
: . it? Egual iojuſtice . is now practiſed by -_ ww. 
| . Merchant Ba, Farmer. both; and yet you do. = 
| ma ihe). i or, Ten AR. do. not c reform, EO: 14 ; 


| "Ove peer aggravation WE this ſin: If choſe | _— 
whos are guilty of it, ſhould at laſt be fo happy, 38 2 

to find repentance and forgiveneſs; yet from it's 7 
yery nature, it will not admit of reſtitution. How 1 
Lau the . | # . oof going into 7 


ay, 


? 


2 121 * ' 
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e that he earitiot at he ipjuries of ihe 
e he ba W by his ee . 


I 


| Bot Hans willing we are ene barkelyes 
; from blame, do we not ſee this ſin in others, and 
g ofeſſedly abhoriit'? Are we not then in danger ok 
| 'numbered- with thoſe the Apoſtle ſpeaks of! 
debe knowing the judgments of GOD, that they who 
commit ſuch things 917 1 . SEM N 1 70 
| ONLY.” | 


— . A 


„ But Wau ill "ru al we are not + infentble 4 
. the evil; we acknowledge we have been faulty, 
bor here we are——. How ſhall we go back? 
or by what means ſhall we ſtop it's.courſe ? What 
_ will ir avail for one to attempt it alone? His con- 
duct will not influence the whole. The conſequence 
of whe attempt, would be his on ruin, without effect. 
any good. Each one thay therefare ſay, it is not 
my duty to make the trial. If others would reform, 
' fo would I—. This is as much as ta fay, when 4 
fin is become general, it is no fin in an individual to 
practiſe it; or that it is no fip to follow a multitude 
to do PI But what ſays our Savior? If 
am man will come 60 in tet him o Sine, and 
tale up his croſs and follow me. A Lf hoon 
not comparatively even hate every world] 8 Tp 
and is willing to for area them all for the of his 
duty to God, and fellow creatares, anne; be. 
_ Ctviſt's diſciple. The meaning is, that whenever 
our Duty and temporal Intereſt become com 1 
de latter muſt give way to the former. 
i man profited, Je Hall gain the whale world, 
9 9 4 man five in. 


bag, 


2 * 


: A ; 


„ 
kuchange for his Soul? The benevolent Jeſus gate 
up even life itſelf to redeem us. And yet we are 

 uibwilling to give up a little of our worldly intereſt 
| to redeem our brethren and country from diſtreſs, 
But we muſt deny ourſelves. The voice of reaſon 
and conſciecdce, revelation and juſtice, the crias of 
the poor, and groans of our bleeding Country all 
require it! And now, thy Friends, you have att 
opportunity to try your virtue. On the one hand, 
you hate temporal intereſt ſtrongly inviting you to 
| wich che Exorbita the times, on the 
other, duty to God, omen bis the poor, regard 
for jaſtice, and love for your country, all urging you 
to deſiſt | And now which will you do? Still follow - 
gitter the mammen of wnrighteouſueſs, forſake your 
| God, devour the poor, and deſtroy your country, of 
nobly diſplay your virtue, by every exertion, to ſup- 
. preſs extortion ; and put a ſtop to the increaſing 
/ calamitics in the land? And even reduce yourſelves to 
that ſtate of poyerty and want, which many, either do 
or will ſuffer, whom you may have 2 rather 
than violate your duty or deal unjuſtly with your 
fellow men. Or, regardleſs of all theſe benevolent 
_ tmbtives, will you like the young man in the goſpel, 
„„ Te Ca 0 


But the queſtion ſtill returns, tho? we are all ſene 

ſible of the evil, yer how ſhall a reformation be 
effected? What tan one do alone? It may be re- 
lied, if you afe all ſenſible of this, you are not alone. 
nite therefore in your exertions; fixing it in yout 
minds, that there muſt be a reformation ;' or elſe we 
are an undone people. For all the law, faith the 
Apoſtle, is fulfilled in one word, even this; TR 
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2 
_ 1 5 E ta extort upon them 


tho thy nei Bat a FA But i bite 400 
wa one — take herd that ye be 172 conſumed . 
2 of anather. But dq you" fay, it is a+ cult 
115 bring about a reformation? and affe how it 
Ede fled? Let me aſk how you came into 
E way? Did you find" bet a difficult ting? 
ve not many taken pains to find o dhe higbeſt 
. pitch of exorbirancy, leſt they ſhoul& not have an 
equal hand in it? Are chere not many; to their - 
- fhame, and remorſe. of their on conſciences, were 
they not ſeared as with a hot iron, who have hoard- 
wp their goods, and withheld - ſupplies even from 


Were half the pains taken, and deſires manifeſted 
to effect a reformation, would it not be done? 1n- 
Aire therefore how this extortion ardſe, , and go K back 5 
Ws ſame way. | 5 


— 


Bot you will 00 1 the evil is now * kao | 
hovers! and conſequently a ſtop . * 5 hh 
cs the whole are * 2 


n is e we graut, 20 re P 
the more calamitous I But how came ibis to be ſo. ! 
Was it not produced by the influence of individuals? 
All public fins become general in the ſame, way—. 
1 total declenſion neyer took place in an inſt 
Theſe evils begin firſt with a few individuals 
and by their influence diffuſe tbemſeſves, and b | 
Feen by degrees. So it is with reformatious: they 
ave always began with individuals. If a reforma- 
' Fian was not to commence, without the concurrent 
voice of the community, we might deſpair of it 
"_ 1 * is any ſuck thing as reafoning front 
8 * 
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A * in this way 158 nr + _ 
E 7 r s community is for 9 
£ 1 dttals to begin, aud 20 wich alt the influence they. 
: ave. « Lech You ſtate, as one ak 70 « that. 
ARE: roportion of influence on 


indfvidiial had 4 
rome r ät ſeaſt; be on another, and ſo 
n; 48 in 4 river the following 'dtop urges that 
„Wich is before ; aud cf e h the 
; « wii6te ng of che hen. Fas the like DCE. 
„We Low nor wht indiyidiials may db. We arg 


5 i 3 uuiil we can at o,jĩ — - +» 
„ ant the tha r _ 
* Weight de hate. tile ſprings n 4 
e flow tilt 4 general agreement ſhould 2 
, the tortent that now n down all be 
Fit, woulch never be 1 1 Theſe mighty 
« No their riſe in ſing le wy from che 

Fchey meet 


; © rocks; wHieh bolting creep 558 1 
_ * with abother combination ſo ſmall that ie. might 


2 


P the traveller's fodt: Theſe unite, 1 4 
e till mountains tremble at beg. | | 
« 1 tis receive inſtrtction from the ſtream. 


Yd New it therefore what you niay do till you a 

| Yar the experiment. If you would exert your- , 
ſelves, ynite, combine, exclaim againſt the abhorre dd 
cyl, and manifeſt your e of it by your e] Fr 
25 = who cam tell what eſſect it might” haves | 

Se A very 1 fingle eye to the honor” of God; 


ie, nll re by dis gr good of | 2 
"IM 1 a wh; refolve"by divine grace-to. loſe. = 


8, and, Sen: became beggars, 
E fn; who Enowe 

bur thee? yolks influggce «genera reformmtton might 
. 

+" Yod"woukl us - 1 
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F ol} etemiiy! Should Arte 2 in the, at 
teempt, yet {till remember it is inexpreſſibly bett = 
to be ſingularly virtudos, than faſhionqbly ; vile; , 
 -lifinitely more glorious to ſtand alope in a good | - 
I caſe wirh a confcience un/potted , from -the. world, 
| _ ©, * than to follow the current of wee, with numberleſs 
F - millions for our companions. . The teftimony of a 
1 good 170 in death, will be iofigitely preferable 
$ Ye . to thouſznds of worlds Nike tis. It will. be but 2 
poor conſplation in the regions of deſpair, that de 
dſd but follow the multitude. As the damned are 
do doubt tormenters of one another, fo the. more .. 
i - coinpatiions there in miſery the greater will be the 
= - ſufferings,. Dives in Hell deprecated his brethren 
coming there, no doubt, leſt his own miſer = 
do encreaſed. Be entreated then to take th 8 
Alinto your ſerious conſideratiop, as we mult all 


22 +7 - 


= It is (aid, the public Aha” hare. taken 
1 matter vnder their conſideration. What will 
5 "wp refuft of their deliberations and debates opon ic 
ve 2 not e MF. W wy more, than 
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| * Since 1 * above 4486 6 K. Aenvered, "he Kogler — 25 
luave paſſed an act, regulating all capital articles of trade, 

and prbduce of the country; Which, the' it cannot alter | 

the diſpyſition of the peoples yet if e obſerved, maſt”... - 

* 6 put Aa check, upon the r uinous avarice, and r 5 
"= times, ——Tt affords 55 a m chnchol reflection, 
MH | degeneracy has become 10 eedingl RE great, -withia the 
pace of two gears, 2 require ſi RS 

- --- + .meaſare'! Nothing but that neceſlity,” we may: prefunie,.- 9 
woul d. induce e Kay to make the attempt. 4011 904 
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. 
"by many is eb - Je doobrldls betiooves thei, 
J ſpeak with freedom, and boldneſs, ro mark out the 
peoples. duy by their own Example. And does it 

Qqually become the Mipiſters of the Goſpel, 

Ma ants, Traders, Farmers, and every other de- 

_- nomipation of men, 'to rouſe vp, and exert them- 
_- Telves to the utmoſt, in chetr particular ſpheres, to 7 

Mop the growi 14 which threatens deſtruction 
to our cobntry'? But whatever others may do, let 
us reſolye, thro? Chtiſt, whatever may be the eon - 
| ſequence, that we will Yerve the Lord, Let what- 
ever will await us here, let us thro? the Redeemer 
ſiecure an intereſt in a better country, e an Bea 


2 if] 0 1 ar e 1 5 i 
I NG edlen fila will bave line 8 
TY or no effect. Our public yixtue. and true concern 
Fr our affections ae 
2 dre ty and, out xempeations, and paſſion for r 
ſrong and urgent, that after all the 4 

wee we e we biete. e 
e 1 N l . | "my | : " 


. .._ this, whoever bee, the Ager of frwing uh 2. 1 
Jod at f lame time, the ay of it "F001 
Jo feſe eircumſtances, if a Friend to juſtice, 28 5 

bos, ad bi n N 
do the utmod#t6 carry it into enecntion? "At few excep- | 
* * tions'parhaps can\be taken againfhiit, r 5 
i han * ee W Wes . \ "thy | | 1 
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blic- virtue, fo 


10 10 85 neighbour de- 

s c the, poo poor . Country Gok in 6 
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t Hauen from 
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en 45 waters Hall be ure. L e 


5 6 TT.. ed. 
yigorous efforts to ſuppreſs the growing calamity, 
P > a conſideryefop M thefgbodngs, and mercy of 
God toward us thro? the courſe of the laſt year, 

6 es we would wiſh for 3 more happy one in; the «< 
. eoſuing. | The favor of God hath been extended 

N wards 9 LL inſtances. Have we not 
carri ro*. angcher calamitous year ; and | 
ill live to-praife him,” while thoufands,-who lived 
"hy laſt New-Year's Day are no more! What a 
the language of divine goodneſs in this? Is it not 
|" in theſe words of our Savior? This 4s 
commandment that ye lave ane another, as I have 
OP! cane {1 


-o 


ne Pan us, which; "as ; fois"? 

treat mesſure Tanne or 
either for or 

| which we 85 


the things chen, which -have been ft 
to impreſs, and affect our mink 
For the —— 
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